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14 A French Etoll, 

ever, himself teach, but manages the business 
concerns of the school, administers its finances, 
and is responsible for its general conduct and 
discipline ; his place is one of the prizes of 
French secondary instruction, and the provisor, 
having himsèlf served a long· apprenticeship as a 
teacher, has ail the kn.owledge requisite for super .. 
intending his professors. He, like the professors, 
has gone through the excellent normal school 
out of which the functionaries of secondary in
struction are taken, and has fulfilled stringent 
conditions of training and examination. Three 
chaplains--Roman Catholic priests--have the 
charge of the religious instruction of the lyceum ; 
a Protestant minister, however, is specially a� 
pointed to give this instruction to pupils whose 
parents are of the reformed faith, and these 
pupils attend, on Sundays, their own Protestant 
places of worship, The lyceum has from three 
to four hundred scholars ; it receives · bot!\ 
boarders and day-scholars. In every Iyceum 
which receives boarders there are a certain num
ber of bourses, or public· scholarships, which re
lieve their holders from all cost for their educa
tion, The school has three great divisions, each 
with · its separate schoolrooms and playground. 
The playgrounds are large courts, planted with 
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invalids who were being tended in such a place of 
repose. 

In the playground the boys-dressed, all of them, in 
the well-known unifonn of the French schoolboy-were 
running, shouting, and playing, with the animation of their 
age ; but it is not by its playgrounds and means of 
recreation that a French lyceum, as compared with the 
half-dozen great English public schools, shines. The 
boys are taken out to walk, as the boys at Winchester used 
to be taken out to kills ; but at the end of the French 
schoolboy's walk there are no l,il/s on which he is 
tumed loose. He leams and practises gymnastics more 
than our schoolboys. do ; and the court in which he takes 
bis recreation is somewhat more spacious and agreeable 
than we English are apt to imagine a court to be ; but it is 
a poor place indeed-poor in itself and poor in its resources-
compared with the playing-ftelds of Eton, or the meads of 
Winchester, or the cl/Jse of Rugby. 

Of course I was very desirous to see the boys in their 
schoolrooms, and to hear some of the lessons ; but M. 
Peyrot and M. Seignette, with ail the good-will in the 
world, were not able to grant to an unofficial visitor 
permission to do this. It is something to know what 
the pro-
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gramme of studies in a French lyceum is, though it would be 
far more interesting to know how that programme is 
practically carried out. But the programme itself is worth 
examining : it is the same for every lyceum in France. 
It is fixed by the Council of Public Instruction ÎJJ Paris, 
a body in which the State, the Church. the French 
Academy, and the scholastic profession, are all 
represented, and of which the Minister of Public 
Instruction is president. The programme thus fixed is 
promulgated by the Minister's authority, and every lyceum 
is bound to follow it. I have before me that promulgated by 
M. Guizot in 1833; the variations from it, up to the present
day, are but slight. In the sixth, or lowest class, the boys
have to learn French, Latin, and Greek Grammar, and their
reading is Cornelius Nepos and Phredrus, and, along with
the fables of Phredrus, those of La Fontaine. For the
next, or fifth class, the reading is Ovid in Latin, Lucian's
Dialogues and lsocrates in Greek, and TIi/maque in 
French. For the fourth, besicles the authors read in
the classes below, Virgil in Latin and Xenophon in Greek,
and, in French, Voltaire's Charles XII. For the third,
Sallust and Cicero are added in Latin, Homer and
Plutarch's Moralia in Greek; in
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French, Voltaire's Siècle de Louis XIV., Mas

silon's Petit Car!me, Boileau, and extracts from 
Buffon. For the second class (our fifth form), 

Horace, Livy, and Tacitus, in Latin ; in Greek, 

Sophocles and Euripides, Plato and Demos
thenes; in French, Bossuet's Histoire Univer� 

selle, and Montesquieu's Grandeur et Dlcadence 
des Romains. The highest class (our sixth fonn) 

is divided into two, a rhetoric and a philosophy 
class ; this division-which is important, and 

which is daily becoming, with the authorities of 
French Public Instruction, an object of greater 
importance - is meant to correspond to the 
direction, literary or scientific, which the studies 
of the now adult scholar are to take. In place 
of the Pindar, Thucydides, Lucan, and Molière, 

of the rhetoric class, the philosophy class has 

chemistry, physics, and the higher mathematics. 
Sorne instruction in natural science finds a place 

in the school-course of every class ; in the lower 
classes, _instruction in the elements of human 
physiology, zoology, botany, and geology ; in 
the second class (fifth form), instruction in the 

elements of chemistry. To this instruction in 
natural science two or three hours a week are 
allotted. About the same time is allotted to 

arithmetic, to special instruction in history and 
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geography, and to modem languages ; these last, 

however, are said to be in general as imperfectly 
leamt in the French public schools as they are 

in our own. Two hours a week are devoted to 

the correction of composition. Finally, the New 

Testament, in Latin or Greek, forms a part of 

the daily reading of each class. 
On this programme I will make two remarks, 

suggested by comparing it with that of any of 
our own public schools. It has the scientific 

instruction and the study of the mother-tongue 

which our school-course is without, and is often 
blamed for being without. I believe that the 

scientific instruction actually acquired by French 

schoolboys in the lower classes. is very little, but 

still a boy with a taste for science finds in this 

instruction an element which keeps his taste 

alive ; in the special class at the head of the 

school it is more considerable, but not. it is 

alleged, sufficient for the wants of this special 

class, and plans for making it more thorough and 

systematic are being canvassed. In the study 
of the mother-tongue the French school-boy 

bas a more real advantage over ours ; he does 

certainly leam something of the French language 

and literature, and of the English our schoolboy 

learns nothing. French grammar, however, is a 
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better instrument of instruction for boys than 
Énglish grammar, and the French literature pos
sesses prose works, perhaps even poetical works, 
more fitted to be used as classics for schoolboys 
than any which English literature possesses. I 
need not say that the fitness of works for this 
purpose depends on other considerations than 
those of the genius alone, and of the creative 
force, which they exhibit, 

The regular school-lessons of a lyceum occupy 
about twenty-two hours in the week, but among 
these regular school-lessons the lessons in modem 
languages are not counted. The lessons in modem 
languages are given out of school-hours ; out of 
school-hours, too, all the boarders work with the 
masters at pteparing their lessons ; each boarder 
has thus what we call a private tutor, but the 
French schoolboy does not, like ours, pay extra 
for his private tutor : the general charge for 
board and instruction covers this special tuition. 

Now I corne to the important matter of 
school-fees. These are all regulated by autho
rity ; the scale of charges in every lyceum and 
communal college must be seen and sanctioned 
by the academy-inspector in order to have le
gality. A day-scholar in the Toulouse Lyceum 
pays, in the lowest of the three great divisions of 
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the school, 11of. (41. 8s. 4,d.) a year; in the second 

division he pays 135{. (5/. Bs. 4,d.) ; in the third 

and highest division, 18of. (7!. 4S· 2d.) If he 

wishes to share in the special tuition of the 

boarders, he pays from 21. to 4/. a year extra. 

Next, for the boarders. A boarder pays, for bis 

whole board and instruction, in the lowest 

division, 8oof. (32/.) a year; in the second 

division, 850( (34,l); in the highest division, 

900( (36!.) In the scientific class the charge 

is 21. extra. The payments are made quarterly, 

and always in advance. Every boarder brings 

with him an outfit (trousseau) valued at 5oof. 

(20/.) : the sum paid for bis board and instruction 

covers, besicles, all expense for keeping goocl 

this outfit, and all charges for wasbing, medical 

attendance, books, and writing materials. The 

meals, though plain, are good, and they are set 

out with a propriety and a regard for 

appearances which, when I was a boy, graced no 

school-dinners that I ever saw; just as, I must 

say, even in the normal schools for elementary 

teachers, the dinner-table in France 

contrasted strongly, by its clean cloth, 

arranged napkins, glass, and general neatness of 

service, with the stained cloth, napkinless knives 

and forks, jacks and mugs, hacked joints of meat, 

and stumps of loaves, which I have seen on 
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the dinnet'-table of normal schools in England. 

With us it is always the iadividual that is filled, 

and the public that is sent empty away. 

Such may be the cheapness of public school 

education, when that education is treated as a 

matter of public economy, to be administered 

upon a great scale, with rigid system and exact 

superintendence, in the interest of the pupil and 

not in the interest of the school-keeper.• .But 

many people, it will be said, have no relish for 

such cast-iron schooling. Well, then, let us look 

at a French school not of the State-pattern-a 

school without the guarantees of State-manage

ment, but, also, without the uniformity and con� 

straint which this management introduces. 

A day or two after I had seen the Toulouse 

Lyceum, I started for Sorèze. Sorèze is a village 

in the department of the Tarn, a department 

bordering upon that in which Toulouse stands; 

it contains one of the most successful private 

* L'administratûJn des lycles est compl�tement ltranpe a toute 
idle de splculatûJn et de profit, says the Toulouse prospectus 
which lies before me ; "A lyceum is managed not in the least as 
a matter of speculation or profit; " and this is not a mere adver. 
tising puff, for the public is the real proprietor of the lyceums, 
which it has founded for the education of its youth, and for that 
object only; the directors of the lyceum are simple servants of 
the public, employed by the public at fixed salaries. 
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schools in France, and of this school, in 1859, 

the celebrated Father Lacordaire was director. 

I left Toulouse by railway in the middle of the 

day; in two hours I was at Castelnaudary, an 

old Visigoth place, on a bill rising out of the 

great plain of Languedoc, with immense views 

towards the Pyrenees on one side and the 

Cevennes on the other. After rambling about 

the town for an hour, I started for Sorèze in a 

vehicle exactly like an English coach ; I was 

outside with the driver, and the other places, in

side and outside, were occupied by old pupils of 

the Sorèze school, who were going there for the 

annualftte, the Speeckes, to take place the next 

day. They were, most of them, young men 

from the universities of Toulouse and Mont

pellier ; two or three were settled in Paris, but1 

happening to be j ust then at their homes, at 

Béziers or Narbonne, they had corne over like 

the rest: they seemed a good set, all of them, 

and their attachment to their old school and 

master was more according to one's notions of 

English school-life than French. We had to 

cross the Montagne Noire, an outlier of the 

Cevennes ; the elevation was not great, but the 

air, even on the 18th of May in Languedoc, was 

sharp, the vast distance looked grey and chill, 
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and the whole landscape was severe, lonely, and 

desolate. Sorèze is in the plain on the other 

side of the Montagne Noire, at the foot of gorges 

running up into the Cevennes; at the head of these 

gorges are the basins from which the Canal du 

Midi-the great canal uniting the Mediterranean 

with the Atlantic-is fed. lt was seven o'clock 

when we drove up the street, shaded with large 

trees, of Sorèze ; my fellow-travellers showed me 

the way to the school, as I was obliged to get 

away early the next moming, and wanted, there

fore, to make my visit that evening. The school 

occupies the place of an old abbey, founded in 

757 by Pepin the Little; for several hundred 

years the abbey had been in the possession of the 

Dominicans, when, in Louis the Sixteenth's 

reign, a school was attached to it. In this 

school the king took great interest, and himself 

designed the dress for the scholars. The esta

blishment was saved at the Revolution by the 

tact of the Dominican who was then at its head ; 

he resumed the lay dress, and retumed, in all 

outward appearance, to the secular life, and his 

school was allowed to subsist. Under the Re

storation it was one of the most famous and most 

aristocratie schools in France, but it had much 

declined when Lacordaire, in 1854, took charge 
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of it I waited in the monastic-looking court 

(much of the old abbey remains as part of the 

present building) while my card, with a letter 

which the Papal N uncio at Paris, to whom I had 

been introduced through Sir George Bowyer's 

kindness, had obtained for me from the Superior 

gf the Dominicans, was taken up to Lacordaire; 

be sent clown word directly that be would see 

me; I was shown across the court, up an old 

stone staircase, into a vast corridor; a door in 

this corridor was thrown open, and in a large 

bare room, with no carpet or furniture of any 

kind, except a small table, one or two chairs, a 

small book-case, a crucifix, and some religious 

pictures on the walls, Lacordaire, in the dress of 

bis order, white-robed, hooded, and sandalled, 

sat before me. 

The first public appearance of this remarkable 

man was in the cause of education. The Charter 

of 1830 had promised liberty of instruction; 
liberty, that is, for persons outside the official 

hierarchy of public instruction to open schools. 

This promise M. Guizot's celebrated school law 

of 1833 finally performi::d; but, in the meantime, 

the authorities of public instruction refused to 

give effect to it. Lacordaire and M. de Monta

lembert opened in Paris, on the 7th of May, 
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1831, an. independent free school, of which they 

- themselves were the teachers ; it was closed in a

day or two by the police, and its youthful con

ductors were tried before the Court of Peers and

fined. This was Lacordaire's first public ap

pearance ; twenty-two years later his last sermon

in Paris was preached in the same cause ; it was

a sermon on behalf of the schools of the Chris

tian Brethren. During that space of twentrtwo

years be had run a conspicuous career, but on

another field than that of education; he had

become the most renowned preacher in Europe,

and be had re-established in France, by his

energy, conviction, and patience, the religious

orders banished thence since the Revolution.

Through this career I cannot now attempt to

follow him ; with the heart of friendship and the

eloquence of genius, M. de Montalembert has

recently written its history; but I must point

out two characteristics which distinguished him

in it, and which created in him the force by

which, as an educator, he worked, the force by

which he most impressed and commanded the

young. One of these was his passion for firm

order, for solid government. He called our age

an age " which does not know how to obey

" qui ne sait guère oblir." It is easy to see that
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this is not so absolutely a matter of reproach as 
Lacordaire made i't ; in an epoch of transition 
society may and must say to its governors, 
" Govern me according to my spirit, if I am to 
"obey you." One cannot doubt that Lacordaire 
erred in making absolute devotion to the Church 
(malheur a qui trouble ! Église l) the watch-word 
of a gifted man in our century ; one cannot 
doubt that he erred in affirming that "the 
" greatest service to be rendered to Christianity 
" in our day was to do something for the revival 
" of the medireval religious orders." Still, he 
seized a great truth when be proclaimed the in
trinsic weakness and danger of a state of anarchy j 
above all, when he applied this truth in the 
moral sphere he was incontrovertible, fruitful for 
his nation, especially fruitful for the young. He 
dealt vigorously with himself, and he told others 
that the first thing for them was to do the same ; 
be placed character above everything else. "One 
" may have spirit, learning, even genius," be said, 
"and not character; for want of character our 
" age is the age of miscarriages. Let us form 
" Christians in our schools, but, first of aii let us 
"form Christians in our own hearts; the one 
"great thing is to have a life of one's own." 

Allied to tbis characteristic was bis other-bis 
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men and foreigners captive ; he achieved bis 
cherished purpose of re-establishing in France 
the religious orders. Then once more he disap
peared, and after a short station at Toulouse 
è:onsigned himself, for the rest of bis life, to the 
labour and obscurity of Sorèze. " One of the 
"great consolations of my present life,'' he writes 
from Sorèze, " is, that I have now God and the 
"young for my sole corn panions." The young, 
with their fresh spirit, as they instinctively feel 
the presence of a great character, so, too, irre
sistibly receive an influence from souls which 
live habitually with God. 

Lacordaire received me with great kindness. 
He was above the middle height, with an ex
cellent countenance ; great dignity in bis look 
and bearing, but nothing ascetic ; bis manners 
animated, and every gesture and movement 
showing. the orator. He asked me to dine 
with him the next day, and to see the school 
festival, the flte des anciens /lèves; but I could 
not stop. Theo he ordered lights, for it was 
growing dark, and insisted on showing me all 
over the place that evening. While we were 
waiting for lights he asked me much about 
Oxford ; I had already heard from his old 
pupils that Oxford was a favourite topié with 
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him, and that he held it up to them as a model 

of everything that was venerable. Lights came, 

and we went over the establishment ; the school 

then contained nearly three hundred pupils-a 

great rise since Lacordaire first came in 1854, 

but not so many as the school bas had in old 

days. It is said that Lacordaire at one time 

resorted so frequently to expulsion as rather to 

alarm people. 

Sorèze, under his management, chiefly created 

interest by the sort of competition which it 

maintained with the lyceums, or State schools. 

A private school, in France, cannot be opened 

.without giving notice to the public authorities ; 

the consent of these authorities is withheld if 

the premises of the proposed school are im

proper, or if its director fails to produce a 

certificate of probation and a certificate of 

competency-that is, if he bas not served for 

five years in a secondary school, and passed 

the authorised public examination for secon

dary teachers. Finally, the school is always 

subject to State-inspection, to ascertain that 

the pupils are properly lodged and fed, and 

that the teaching contains nothing contrary to 
public morality and to the laws; and the school 

may be closed by the public authorities on an 

manir
Commentaire sur le texte 
Private school legidslation in France



.A Frenck Eton, 31 

inspector's report, duly verified. Still, for an 
establishment like the Sorèze school, the actual 
State - interference cornes to very little ; the 

Minister bas the power of dispensing with the 

certificate of probation, and holy orders are 

accepted in the place of the certificate of 
competency (the examination in the seminary 

being more difficult than the examination for 

this latter). In France the State (Machiavel 
as we English think it), in naming certain 

matters as the objects of its supervision in 

private schools, means what it says, and does 

not go beyond these matters; and, for these 

matters, the name of a r_nan like Lacordaire 
serves as a guarantee, and is readily accepted 
as such. 

All the boys at Sorèze are boarders, and a 
boarder's expenses here exceed by about 81. or 

10/. a year bis expenses at a lyceum. The pro

gramme of studies differs little from that of the 
lyceums, but the military system of these State 
schools Lacordaire repudiated. Instead of the 

vast common dormitories of the lyceums, every 
·boy had bis little cell to himself; that was, after

all, as it seemed ta me, the great difference. But

immense stress was laid, too, upon physical edu

cation, which the lyceums are said too much
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to neglect. Lacordaire showed me with great 

satisfaction the stable, with more than twenty 

horses, and assured me that all the boys were 

taught to ride. There was the salle d'escrime,. 

where they fenced, the armoury full of guns 

and swords, the shooting gallery, and so on. 

AU this is in our eyes a little fantastic, and 

does not replace the want of cricket and foot

ball in a good field, and of freedom to roam 

over the country out of school-hours; in France, 

however, it is a good deal ; and then twice a 

week all the boys used to turn out with Lacor

daire upon the mountains, to their great enjoy

ment as the Sorèze people said, the Father him

self being more vigorous than any of them. And 

the old abbey school has a small park adjoining 

it, with the mountains rising close behind, and 

it has beautiful trees in its courts, and by no 

means the dismal barrack-look of a lyceum. 

Lacordaire had a staff of more than fifty 

teachers and helpers, about half of these being 

members of his own religious order-Domini,. 

cans; all co-operated in some way or other in 

conducting the school. Lacordaire used never 

to give school-lessons himself, but scarcely a 

Sunday passed without his preaching in the 

chapel. The highest and most distinguished 
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boys formed a body called the Institute, with 
no governing powers like those of our sixth 
form, but with a sort of common-room to 
themselves, and with the privilege of having 
their meals with Lacordaire and his staff. I 
was shown, too, a Salle d'Illustres, or Hall of 

Worthies, into which the boys are introduced 
on high days and holidays; we should think 
this fanciful, but I found it impressive. The 
hall is decorated with busts of the chief of 
the former scholars, some of them very distin
guished. Among these busts was that of Henri 
de Larochejacquelin (who was brought up here 
at Sorèze), with bis noble, speaking countenance, 
bis Vendean hat, and the heart and cross on his 
breast. There was, besides, a theatre for public 
recitations. We ended with the chapel, in which 
we found ail the school assembled ; a Dominican 
was reading to them from the pulpit an edifying 
life of a scapegrace converted to seriousness by 
a bad accident, much better worth listening to 
than most sermons. When it was over, Lacor
daire whispered to me to ask if I would stay 
for the prayers or go at once. I stayed; they 
were very short and simple; and I saw the boys 
disperse afterwards. The gaiety of the little 
ones and their evident fondness for the Père 
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was a pretty sight. As we went out of chape!, 

one of them, a little fellow of ten or eleven, ran 

from behind us, snatched, with a laughing face, 

Lacordaire' s band, and kissed it ; Lacordaire 

smiled, and patted bis head. When I read the 

other day in M. de Montalembert's book how 

Lacordaire had said, shortly before bis death, 

"I have always tried to serve God, the Church, 

" and our Lord J esus Christ ; besicles these, I 

" have loved-oh, dearly loved !-children and 

" young people," I thought of this incident. 

Lacordaire knew absolutely nothing of our 

great English schools, their character, or recent 

history ; but then no Frenchman, except a very 

few at Paris who know more than anybody in 

the world, knows anything about anything. How

ever, I have seen few people more impressive; 

he was not a great modern thinker, but a great 

Christian orator of the fourth century, born in 

the nineteenth ; playing his part in the nine

teenth century not so successfully as he would 

have played it in the fourth, but still nobly. I 

would have given much to stay longer with him, 

as he kindly pressed me; I was tempted, too, 

by hearing that it was likely he would make a 

speech the next day. N ever did any man so 

give one the sense of his being a natural orator, 
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perfect in ease and simplicity ; they told me that 

on Sunday, when he preached, he hardly ever 

went up into the pulpit, but spoke to them from 

his place "sans façon." But I had an engage

ment to keep at Carcassone at a certain hour, 

and I was obliged to go. At nine I took leave 

of Lacordaire and returned to the village inn, 

clean, because it is frequented by the relations 

of pupils. There I supped with my fellow-tra".' 

vellers, the old scholars ; charming companions 

they proved themselves. Late we sat, much 

vin de Cahors we drank, and great friends we 

became. Before we parted, one of them, the 

Béziers youth studying at Paris, with the ami

ability: of his race assured me (God forgive 

him !) that he was well acquainted with my 

poems. By five the next morning I had started 

to retum to Castelnaudary. Recrossing the 

Montagne Noire in the early morning was very 

cold work, but the view was inconceivably grand. 

I caught the train at Castelnaudary, and was at 

Carcassone by eleven; there I saw a school, and 

I saw the old city of Carcassone. I am not going 

to describe either the one or the other, but I 

cannot forbear saying, Let everybody see the 

cité de Carcassone. lt is, indeed, as the anti

quarians call it, the Middle Age Herculaneum. 

C2 
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When you first get sight of the old city, which 

ii behind the modem town-when you have got 

clear of the modem town, and corne out upon 

the bridge over the Aude, and see the walled 

cité upon its bill before you-you rub your eyes 

and think that you are looking at a vignette in 

Ivanleoe, 

Thus I have enabled, as far as I could, the 

English reader to see what a French lyceum is 

like, and what a French private school, com

peting with a lyceum, is like. I have given 

him, as far as I could, the facts; now for the 

application of these facts. What is the pro

blem respecting secondary instruction which we 

in this country have to solve ? What light do 

these facts throw upon that problem ? 
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II. 

FOR the serious thinker, for the real student 
of the question of secondary instruction, the 
problem respecting secondary instruction which 
we in England have to solve is this :-Why can
not we have throughout England-as the French 
have throughout France, as the Germans have 
throughout Germany, as the Swiss have through
out Switzerland, as the Dutch have throughout 
Holland-schools where the children of our 
middle and professional classes may obtain, at 
the rate of from 20/. to 5ol. a year, if they are 
boarders, at the rate of from 5/. to I 5l a year 
if they are day-scholars, an education of as good 
quality, with as good guarantees, social cha
racter, and advantages for a future career in the 
world, as the education which French children 
of the corresponding class can obtain from in
stitutions like that of Toulouse or Sorèze? 

There is the really important question. It is 
vain to meet it by propositions which may, very 
likely, be true, but which are quite irrelevant.· 
"Y our French Etons,'' I am told, "are no Etons 
" at ail; there is nothing like an Eton in France." 
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I know that. Very likely France is to be pitied 

for having no Etons, but I want to call attention 

to the substitute, to the compensation. The 

English public school produces the finest boys 

in the world; the Toulouse Lyceum boy, the 

Sorèze College boy, is not to be compared with 

them. W ell, let me grant all that too. But 

then there are only some five or six schools in 

England to produce this specimen-boy; and 

they cannot produce him cheap. Rugby and 

Winchester produce him at about 120/. a year; 

1!:ton and Harrow (and the Eton school-boy is 

perhaps justly taken as the most perfect type of 

this highly-extolled class) cannot produce him 

(or much less than 200/. a year. Tanta moli.s 

erat Romanam condere gentem-such a business 

is it to produce an article so superior. But for 

the common wear and tear of middling life, and 

at rates tolerable for middling people, what do 

we produce? What do we produce at 30/. a 

year ? What is the character of the schools 

which undertake for us this humbler, but far 

more widely-interesting production ? Are they 

as good as the Toulouse Lyceum and the Sorèze 

College? That is the question. 
Suppose that the recommendations of the 

Public School Commissioners bring about in the 
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" On the Q� :band,. füe· lower middle dass " ,M.r. 

Woodaro. migh.t qwte properly have said the r»icldle 
da,a in geueral),. "politkally a very "imPQJ.i:al}t 011e,. is 
depesd.e.nt to a. great CllteM 

'4 "r it!t edur.ation on. priv�e �ltory enterprise. 
"Dis.da.v.,in.ûiis liAd o( cd1olCa1ion. gets � 
« QQ.t of. the tnilliœa gw.ea annually foc t1üs 
.. purpose to evety cla:!s. e:1œCpt thcmsdws..'' 111 
his. $UI.Mn Dr-. Hook. s:P')ke; in. h.Ï$ cordial. manly 
waJr,. IISlch tn the- aaœe- el"ect. 

Tbi.s was. the grio-ance; what. Waft the remedy? 
That this grcat da,s slicn1d. be n:scued froœ tàlt 
tl.nder mc:1m o.i p!Î.'Vate daa1tixy ent:etpJ:iae? 
Tlitat; ia. this land of cdac:atiml.. it shwld hence,. 
fmth gct som..dbing oal û � million givea. 
ann.ually fQt this pur.pose: to elle!')' da5$ c::xœpt 
itœlf? lba.t m. aa a«e whea "enarmot1s œdowr-
,, uietrt.,,.''-the fà:rm whicla public aid t;Q:ok ift 
«.lier-� and talcing wwdl form pu� ai.d 
iwl\C'kd irt tbœe: ages the Umve,si.ties an.d tàe 
publics� for the benetit,. a.J.Qng with. the· 
� da&it. ot \lUA -very, U1iddle- clus, whkh. is 
naw� by the it'lesisi.� CQtlfse Qf e,aents, in great 
rntMuce exdu.cded. U:€l81 them-lhat in an. ag� I• 
sa.y, wlwl these-gireat endowments. this. œecliat.vatl• 
fonn of public ùl;.ha.ve-e.eaBed,. public aid sà.awd 
be lm:ught tJl these dasStW ini tba.t simplcr Uid· 
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out' middle class -scattered about throngh the 
numberless obscure endowed schools and " cdu
"' eational homes" of this country, some of them 
goo<l,• many of them middling, most of them 
bad ; but none of them great institutions, none 
of them invested with much consideration or 
dignity. What is wanted for the English middlc 
class is respected schools, as well as insper:tt,l 
oncs. I will expfain what I mean. 

The education of each class in Society h� 
Of' ought to have, its ideal, detennined by the 
wants of that class, and by its destination. So
ciety may be imagined so uniform that one 
education shall be suitable for aH its members; 
we have nota society of that kind, nor has any 
European country. We have to regard the 
condition of classes, in dealing with education ; 

• A friendly critic, in the MustUm, complains that my teM'ffe
of priva.ta scbools is too sweeping, that I ,et tltem al! dowaa, al! 
without exception, as utterly bad ;-he will allow me to poiut to 
these words as my answer. No doubt there are some mastei:'11 oi 
c:heap pria.te M:hoola who are doing honllt IL'Dd ucellent worl: ; 
&,llt 110 œe auJfers more than 11&Cà � themselYet do iRlm a 
1tate of things in which, from the badness of the majority of the.e 
llthoo!s, a discredit is cast over them all, bad and good allke; t10 
one would gain mare by obtaining a public, tl'lllltworthy dilc:d
miuation of had from good, an authentic recognition of merit. 
Thè teachers of 1.hese schools would then have, in their profea
tden, a c:areer ; at present they h'SVe none. 
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